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H.E.路 .Jllnichitt Koizumi

Prime Minister ofJapan

PriIIle Minister's Offlcial Residence

2-3‐l Nagatacho,Chiyoda‐ ku,Tokyo

March 2,2004

R e : P r o D O S e d  r e v i s i o n s  t o  t h e  A n t i ‐M o n o D O I V  A c t

Dear Prime Minister,

As the trade policy arm ofthe seventeen national Ellropean chttbers ofcolnmerce

and business associations in Ja7pan,the European Business CoIImunity(EBC)is

f o l l o w i n g  w i t h  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t h e  d e b a t e  s u r r o u n d i n g  p r o p o s a l s  r e l e a s e d  b y  t h e  J a p a n

Fぶr Trade Comlnission to amend the Anti‐Monopoly Act(AMA)。

The EBC supports the principles oftle JFTC proposals,naIIlely:

1 . T o  r e v i e w  t h e  s l l r c h a r g e  s y s t e m  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n , a r l o n g s t  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,

ofralsing the a「lountlevied on vlolatlons ofthe AMA;

2. To introduce a leniency system for companles that cooperate wlth JFTC

investigations;

3.To strengthen the investigative powers ofthe JFTC;and

4.To introduce an“ essenti』facilities"卓OCtnne into the AntioMonopoly Aα,

provided that the deinition and a/pplication oftis doctine is consistent
wlth intemational best practice.

The EBC has long argued thatthe development ofa strong competition regilne is

essential to the development ofa business en宙roment conducive to the groMtth of

竹ade and investttlent in Japan.The EBC feels thatthe JFTC proposals represent a

pragmatic flrst step in this direction.

It is our understanding that the JFTC proposals are being lnet wlth considerttle

opposition mm v対 1。us elements ofthe Diet and the Ja2panese business corlmulllけ.
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In response to this opposition,the EBC llrges the Prilnc Minster not to forgetthe

benents ofa strengthened c6mpetition reglme.A strengthened competition reglme

would help atact new investinent,support the establisl脇ment ofnew business,and

condbute to a reinvigoration ofthe Japancse economy. This is essential not only in

teェェェェs ofthe potential conttibution to economic groMtth,but also in teェェェls ofJapan's

appeal to the international collmunity as a lnodern,open economy.

The EBC wges you to supportthe JFTC in its negotiations with Diet Hlerllbers,

business organizations,and FniniSdes affected,wlth the goal ofsubHlitting relevant

legislation to the Diet during the current session.

YoLlrS Sincerely,

Richard Collasse,

Ch航ェェェェan,

Ellropean Business CommLlmty in Ja/pan.

CC. Japan Fttr Trade CoFttniSslon Gな。Kazuhiko Takeshimづ

Delegation oftte Ellropean CoIImission in Japan(Ambassador BcI対lard

Zepteo
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