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EU-Japan Business Round Table 
Press Release 

Tokyo, 20 April 2010 

 

“EU-Japan business: gearing up for the next decade”  

 

The EU-Japan Business Round Table, a forum of some 50 Japanese and European business leaders 

co-chaired by Messrs. Tadashi Okamura (Advisor to the Board, Toshiba) and Jean-Yves Le Gall 

(Chairman and CEO, Arianespace), met in Tokyo on 19 and 20 April 2010. On this occasion, the EU-

Japan Business Round Table agreed a set of recommendations, to be handed over to Prime Minister 

Yukio Hatoyama, President Herman Van Rompuy and President José Manuel Barroso at the official 

residence of the Prime Minister of Japan in Tokyo. 

 

Business leaders request a new start for EU-Japan e conomic relations  

 
The EU-Japan Business Round Table Business discussed the future of the EU-Japan economic 

relationship after the “2001-2011 EU-Japan Action Plan” elapses next year. A set of specific 

recommendations was agreed.  In particular, the EU-Japan Business Round Table ur ges 

authorities to “reset” the EU-Japan bilateral relat ions by establishing the right framework,  and 

making the EU-Japan strategic partnership a reality in the economic sector in order to enhance trade 

and investment.  

 

Is a bilateral trade and investment agreement the a nswer?  

 
The Round Table recommends that, if it is concluded at the EU-Japan Summit on 28 April 2010 in 

Tokyo that sufficient progress has been made towards effective solution and implementation of 

specific non-tariff issues identified by Summit leaders when they met last year, the EU and Japanese 

Authorities should discuss with all stakeholders whether a binding trade and investment agreement 

would be able to deliver where current dialogues have not. 

More specifically, the Business Round Table recommends that both authorities start negotiations on a 

balanced and mutually beneficial bilateral agreement, as soon as the EU and Japanese Authorities 

agree that the right conditions are met, in order to promote an ambitious expansion of trade and 

investment between the EU and Japan.  
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“Priority is innovation, industrial and research co operation”  

 
The Round Table also urged authorities to address the challenges posed by climate change and by 

the fast-growing demand for energy, raw materials and food resulting in harmful supply shortages. 

Finally, it urged them to promote cooperation in industrial research and development, as well as joint 

programmes enhancing EU-Japan cooperation in next-generation technologies. 

 

Mr. Okamura added : “We analysed today the impact of 10 years of Business Round Table 

recommendations and were glad to note that they have all been studied and answered to by 

authorities, underlining the quality of the dialogue between governments and business. However, the 

impact of these recommendations has not always been as satisfactory for business as we would have 

hoped, and we are therefore seeking a stronger framework for EU-Japan economic relations in the 

future.” 

 

Mr. Le Gall added : “This year, our meeting was held at a key juncture, as a new European 

Commission and a new Japanese Government are about to rethink completely the bilateral relations. 

Business leaders urge leaders of both sides to set a new framework able to significantly reduce the 

regulatory barriers that hinder the development of trade and investment between the EU and Japan.” 

 

 

Contact Persons: 

 

EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation (Japan) 

Ms. Keiko Sato, tel +81 3 3221 6161, fax 3221 6226, keiko.sato@eu-japan.gr.jp 

 

EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation (Europe) 

Ms Hilary Jones, tel + 32 2 282 00 41, fax + 32 2 282 00 45, h.jones@eu-japan.eu 

 

Toshiba 

Mr. Yoshiyasu Fujimaki, yoshiyasu.fujimaki@toshiba.co.jp 

 

Arianespace 

Mr. Jean-Louis Claudon,  jl.claudon@arianespace.com 

 

 

Background Information on the EU-Japan Business Round Table: www.eu-japan-brt.eu 
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EU-JAPAN BUSINESS ROUND TABLE 

List of Japan-side Members  (24) 

 as of 31 Mar. 201

0 

1. Mr. Tadashi OKAMURA  (Co-Chairman of the Round Table) 

  Adviser to the Board, TOSHIBA Corporation  

 

2. Mr. Hiromichi AOKI  Managing Director, NIPPON STEEL Corporation  

 

3. Mr. Laurent ABADIE  President, Japan Business Council in Europe   

  (JBCE) 

 

4. Mr. Toshio ARIMA   Executive Advisor, FUJI XEROX Co., Ltd.  

 

5. Mr. Chiaki ITO  Member of the Board, FUJITSU Ltd.  

 

6. Mr. Kazutoshi INANO  Chairman of the Board of Directors,  

                                        Nomura Asset Management, Co., Ltd.  

 

7. Mr. Takeo INOKUCHI  Senior Advisor, Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Co., Ltd.  

 

8. Mr. Noritaka UJI  Representative Director and Senior Executive Vice- 

  President, CTO & CIO, Nippon Telegraph & Telephone 
  Corporation  

 

9. Mr. Hitoshi KAWAGUCHI  Senior Vice-President, NISSAN MOTOR Co., Ltd.  

 

10. Mr. Hiroshi KIMURA  President and CEO, JAPAN TOBACCO, Inc.  

 

11. Mr. Nobuo KUROYANAGI  Chairman, The Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ, Ltd. , 

 

12. (TBC)  Marubeni Corporation  
 

13. Mr. Hajime SASAKI  Executive Advisor, NEC Corporation  

 

14. Mr. Noriaki SHIMAZAKI  Special Advisor, SUMITOMO Corporation  
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15. Mr. Sachio SEMMOTO  Representative Director, Chairman & CEO, 

  EMOBILE Ltd. 
 

16. Mr. Kyohei TAKAHASHI  President, SHOWA DENKO K.K.  

 

17. Mr. Ryoji CHUBACHI  Representative Corporate Executive Officer, 

   Vice-Chairman, SONY Corporation  

 

18. Mr. Osamu NAGAYAMA   President & CEO, Chairman of the Board, 

  CHUGAI PHARMACEUTICAL Co., Ltd.  

 

19. Mr. Katsuhiko HIRAI  Senior Advisor, TORAY Industries, Inc.  

 

20. Mr. Shinji  FUKUKAWA  Senior Advisor, Global Industrial and Social Progress  

  Research Institute  

 

21. Mr. Yoshiharu FUKUHARA  Honorable Chairman of the Board, SHISEIDO Co., Ltd.  

 

22. Mr. Masayuki MATSUSHITA  Vice-Chairman of the Board, 

  PANASONIC Corporation  

 

23. Mr. Yuzaburo MOGI  Chairman and CEO, KIKKOMAN Corporation  

 

24. Mr. Hiromasa YONEKURA  Chairman, SUMITOMO CHEMICAL Co., Ltd.  
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List of EU-side Members  (26) 

  

25. Mr. Jean-Yves LE GALL  (Co-Chairman of the Round Table) 

  Chairman & CEO, ARIANESPACE 
 

26. Mr. Glen S. FUKUSHIMA  President & CEO, AIRBUS  Japan KK; Senior Vice 

 President, AIRBUS SAS 

 

27. Mr. Jean-Marc DE ROYERE Chairman Asia-Pacific & Senior Vice-President, 

 AIR LIQUIDE 
 

28. Mr. Roland VERSTAPPEN Vice-President International Affairs, ARCELOR MITTAL  

 

29. Mr. Rémy AUTEBERT Senior Executive Vice-President, AREVA  

 and President, AREVA Japan 

 

30. Mr. Denis DUVERNE Member of the Management Board – Strategy, Finance 

 & Operations, AXA 
 

31. Dr. Martin BRUDERMÜLLER Member of the Board of Executive Directors, BASF AG  

 

32. Dr. Wolfgang PLISCHKE Member of the Board of Management, BAYER AG  

 

33. to be decided BERTELSMANN AG  

 

34. Mr. Jean LEMIERRE Advisor to the Chairman, BNP Paribas  

 

35. Mr. Philippe DE BUCK Director General, BUSINESSEUROPE 

36.  

37. Mr. Martin JAEGER Vice-President, and Head of External Affairs & Public 

 Policy,  DAIMLER AG  

 

38. Mr. Pierre Alain DE SMEDT Chairman, DECEUNINCK SA  

 

39. Dr. Horst MELCHER President and Country Manager Japan, 

 DEUTSCHE TELEKOM AG 
 

40. Mr. Fredrik ALATALO President & Representative Director, NIPPON  

 ERICSSON KK  
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41. Mr. Tommy KULLBERG Chairman, EUROPEAN BUSINESS COUNCIL (EBC) in 

 Japan  

 

42. Mr. Giorgio ZAPPA COO, FINMECCANICA  

 

43. Mr. Stefano POSSATI President, MARPOSS SpA  

 

44. Mr. Michel LACHAUSSÉE President, MERIAL Japan Ltd.  

 

45. Mr. Anton TIMPERS General Manager and Country Representative Japan, 

 RABOBANK NEDERLAND  (Tokyo Branch) 

 

46. Mr. Jean-François DEHECQ Chairman and CEO, SANOFI AVENTIS  

 

47. Prof. Dr. Hermann REQUARDT Member of the Corporate Executive Committee 

 and Head of Corporate Technology, SIEMENS AG 

 
48. Dr. Tom P. HARDIMAN Chairman, TELEGAEL Media Group  

 

49. Mr. Michel THEOVAL Corporate Country Director, THALES Japan KK  

 

50. Dr. Olaf BERLIEN Executive Board Member, THYSSENKRUPP AG  

 

51. Mr. Gerry DORIZAS President & CEO, VOLKSWAGEN Group Japan KK  

 


